The prophecy leading to Bethany buying the School Buildings

This was a long and remarkable story. When I came to Netherthorpe there was a derelict school building just opposite the church and I made a habit of praying regularly for it that the Lord would honour his name in the building. In 2001 I invited a prophetic person to visit St. Stephen’s Netherthorpe, and after the morning service he asked if there was a disused Victorian School in the parish, because he had seen a picture of one. I showed him the derelict school immediately opposite the church, which was owned by the Diocese and had been a Church of England primary school. There were only a few rooms in the building that could be used, but they were used by some community groups on a completely random basis. The prophetic person said that “The Lord has need of it”, and later that afternoon added that he thought that the Lord wanted for an Independent Christian School. I explained that it would have to be an intervention by the Lord because the Community Alliance, an umbrella organisation - that was doing some good work in the area - had EU backing of £14m, was literally just on the point of buying it, and indeed exchange of contracts should have already gone through. 

The next day I returned from visiting around 4.00pm to find an answerphone message from someone who said they were a Governor of an independent Christian School and that they had heard a rumour that there was a derelict school in the parish, and was it true that it was for sale. He was in my study within the hour and I explained the situation. He told me that their school had been started ten years earlier and that they were meeting in a building owned by a Chinese Church which had just given them notice to be out by September. It was 1st May. I explained the situation and then argued carefully with the diocese on their behalf. The diocese were excellent and within about two months the buildings were sold to Bethany School for £60,000. It was a very exciting project and the relation between church and school continues to blossom with the development of the school buildings, the school using the church’s facilities and our own building development. 
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