Money Matters

Don’t be anxious about tomorrow, Jesus said, put the Kingdom first and all these things will fall into place. That was the way he lived and the basis of his carefree life-style. Simple enough in theory, but not so easy when you are running on empty. That is when faith is turned from idea into reality. 

For certain reasons this came about for me in my first year at Cambridge. I had no grant, no income, and next to nothing in my bank. There were College bills, my landlady and on occasions, ready cash to find. I never asked anybody, nor dropped any hints about cash flow. I had not chosen to leave the Navy, I had answered what I believed was the call of God. If I was in the right place and doing the right thing, then the money matters would sort themselves out. If no help came, then that would be an indication that something was amiss. 

I think there were four or five occasions when I had to get to my knees and ask the Father who feeds the sparrows. Nobody knew except me, and always my cry was heard in the nick of time. Nothing spectacular but just the reassurance that I was on course. This bond of trust keeps you on your toes and is the basis of the guiding hand through life. If you have peace and are truly seeking the way, the practical things do in time get sorted. 

When we had completed restoration work on the fourth of our five Norman churches in Northamptonshire, Archdeacon Michael said to me, “Simon, I don’t know how you do it’. I think the answer is that when the Spirit of the Lord is bruding over a community, then there is liberty. Money that was already there is released and given gladly. It was those months of running empty that built up the bond of faith and obedience. 
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