Steve Dolley’s testimony of being led by the Spirit

Dear friends
Please pray for me.
A few days ago I was given an invitation to speak for 5 minutes to 50 million Muslims at the biggest UK gathering of Muslims which will take place at a neighbouring farm next weekend. There will be around 20,000 Muslims from the Ahmadiyya sect present and up to 50 Million watching on satellite links around the world with translation into dozens of languages. I will be speaking before the final address given by the international spiritual leader of the sect, on Sunday afternoon (30th July) between 3.30 and 4.00 pm.
The reason for the invitation is because God has set it up! But the route was this: my wife and I felt led to move to join the Alton Newfrontiers church (Hampshire) nearly 5 years ago, and we felt specifically called to a very small village near by. I followed God’s leading to become a parish councillor and then to become chairman of the council. Meantime, the Ahmadiyya Muslim Association bought the neighbouring farm in order to hold there annual convention there. They always invite various dignitaries to give a short speech, and as the most minor of local dignitaries, the chairman of the parish council gets an invitation.
As soon as I heard that they were buying the farm and planning to hold their convention there I felt that this was no coincidence, and that I should make efforts to get to know them. I have met all the principal UK leaders apart from the international spiritual leader and they all know I am a committed Christian. I have had “faith” conversations with most of them.
I believe that I must take these five minutes to speak of the risen Jesus Christ who has taken the punishment for all our sin so that we can have unhindered fellowship with almighty God. Please pray that I will hear from God what to say and do and have the courage to obey Him. I am excited about this opportunity and feel caught up in God’s purposes. Many years ago, someone I hardly knew prophesied that I would preach to countless millions. I could never imagine how this could be, yet here is this invitation to speak to 50 million. Perhaps it was God after all!
I went down to the convention site last night and met the UK president who greeted me very warmly and was enthusiastic about me sharing about my own relationship with God. I asked if I could walk around the site to pray for the convention and he was enthusiastic about that too! I asked about meeting the spiritual leader and he said that would not be possible during the convention because so many want to have audiences with him, but he said he would arrange for me and any one else I wanted to accompany me, to have a decent amount of time with him after the convention.
There will be around 20 MP's present with the BBC and ITV cameras. The whole convention will be live on Sky 807. 
 

Stephen Dolley (smdolley@gmail.com) 
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Steve’s Address: 

“I am honoured to have been invited to address such a large group of people who are earnest in their desire to know and to honour almighty God. I have so enjoyed getting to know Rafiq, Akram and others over recent months. When I asked Rafiq if I might share with you a little of my own encounter with God he was enthusiastic that I should. I hope what I share will encourage you in your own faith.

When I was a young man I earnestly sought after God reading the bible and praying daily, but I knew that I was full of sin. However hard I tried to live a holy life, I kept failing and knew that I could never come close to God with this sin in my life. My brother tried to encourage me saying that God was merciful and would surely forgive me. But I knew that my sin was a barrier to me having the close relationship with God that I longed for.

Then one day someone explained to me that God had sent Jesus Christ as a substitute to take the penalty for my sin upon himself. I was familiar with the story of Abraham obeying God’s command to sacrifice his son. As he was about to strike the boy, God called to him and he saw a male lamb, caught in a thicket of thorns by its head. This lamb was God’s substitute for the boy, so that the boy could live. On that day I suddenly understood that this was a picture of how centuries later God would provide Jesus Christ as the substitute for our sins, so that we can live in close relationship with God. That is why when John the Baptist saw Jesus he proclaimed, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”

So when I understood this I asked Jesus to take my sin and bring me close to God and he powerfully answered my prayer. Suddenly the weight of guilt for my sin was lifted from my shoulders and the eyes of my understanding were opened. It was so amazing to know that the barrier of sin was gone. For the first time in my life I felt clean and that my relationship with God was unhindered by my sin. At the moment I prayed to Jesus, God’s Holy Spirit came powerfully upon me and I started singing his praises in a language I did not know. I can still remember as if it were yesterday my amazement that evening when I got home. I opened my bible to read as I did most nights, but instead of the great struggle that I used to have to understand what I was reading, that evening the meaning of the scriptures became so clear! Since that day I have gone on to get to know God better and to witness his powerful work in many people’s lives.

As you know, Jesus did many healing miracles when he walked on earth. Almighty God still works miracles when people call upon Jesus. Recently, in our community, Jesus has restored the sight of a blind woman, the hearing of a deaf woman and healed a young lady who was completely crippled for several years. Jesus appeared to her in a vision and raised her up. A few weeks ago she ran in a charity race. Praise be to God. 

We shouldn’t be surprised that God still heals people in Jesus name, since Jesus said “these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues… they will place their hands on the sick, and they will get well.” God is true to his word. Whilst I have been speaking, I believe that God has been healing many people here at this convention and all around the world. I will be delighted to pray afterwards for any who are sick.

Jesus is the closest to God and lives today to reconcile men to God. I will leave you with these words of Jesus “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”

Thank you for allowing me to share these things with you. May God bless you all.”

Dear friends
Thank you for praying. I felt completely relaxed whilst speaking, and felt I was communicating well with the audience. Certainly the reports of those who were present or who saw it on the internet were very encouraging. The Sky transmission was translated into Urdu or some other language for the 50 million Ahmadiyya Muslims that will have been watching. One of the Ahmadiyya leaders asked for a copy of my testimony.
I have attached what I said for those who are interested. Following my testimony the Kailua (international spiritual leader) devoted his final address to a very wearisome defence of Islam against Christianity, claiming that there was no need for God to send Jesus to the cross and that there were no miracles in Christianity!
Although the people were all extremely friendly and enthusiastic about their message of moderate caring Islam, the spiritual literature and talks are very tedious and lifeless. I met some of the Ghanaian leaders and will get in touch with them when we are in Ghana. I hope to be able to spend some "quality" time with them sharing faith and inviting them to some Christian event, such as the Newfrontiers Power Camp in Accra next February. Who knows where this will lead.
I also met a regional governor of Burkina Faso (which borders Ghana) who insisted in swapping contact details and said he would contact me.
Please pray that God will use the seed that has been sown and lead me in the relationships he wishes me to pursue.
Stephen Dolley (smdolley@gmail.com) 
